PATENT COOPERATION TREATY 



From the INTERNATIONAL SEARCHING AUTHORITY 



To; 

STEVEN B. POKOTILOW 
STROOCK & STROOCK & LAV AN LLP 
180 MAIDEN LANE 
NEW YORK, NY 10038 


1 

NOTIFICATION OF TRANSMITTAL OF 
THE INTERNATIONAL SEARCH REPORT AND 
THE WRITTEN OPINION OF THE INTERNATIONAL 
SEARCHING AUTHORITY, OR THE DECLARATION 

(PCTRule 44.1) 


Date of mailing 


Applicant's or agent's file reference 
364106/0431 


FOR FURTHER ACTION See paragraphs 1 and 4 below 


[ntemational application No. 
PCT/US 08/79706 


International filing date 

(dayAiionih/year) 1 3 October 2008 (1 3.1 0.2008) 



Applicant LAB PRODUCTS. INC. 



1 . ^ The applicant is hereby notified that the tntemationai search report and the written opinion of the International Searching 

Authority have been established and are transmitted herewith. 
Filing of amendments and statement under Article 19: 

The applicant is entitled, if he so wishes, to amend the claims of the international application (see Rule 46): 
When? The time limit for filing such amendments is nonnally two months ftom the date of transmittal of the 

international search report. 
Where? Directly to the International Bureau of WlPO, 34 chemin des Colombettes 

1211 Geneva 20. Switzerland, Facsimile No.: +41 22 740 14 35 
For more detailed Instructions, see the notes on the accompanying sheet, 

2. n The applicant is hereby notified that no inlemational search report will be established and that the declaration under 

Ariigtc 1 7(2)(a) to that effect and the written opinion of the International Searching Authority are transmitted herewith. 

3. []] With regard to the protest against payment of (an) additional fee(s) under Rule 40.2, the applicant is notified that: 

j I the protest together with the decision thereon has been transmitted to the International Bureau together with the 
applicant's request to forward the texts of both the protest and the decision thereon to the designated Offices, 

a decision is made. 



I I no decision has been made yet on the protest; the applicant will be notified as s( 



il application will be published by the 



Reminders 

Shortly after the expiration of 18 months from the priority date, the . . . . 

International Bureau, If the applicant wishes to avoid or postpone publication, a notice of withdrawal of the international 
application, or of the priority claim, must reach the Inlemational Bureau as provided in Rules 90&/J. 1 and 90fe.3, respectively, 
before the completion of the technical preparations for international publication. 

The applicant may submit comments on an informal basis on the written opinion of the International Searching Authority to the 
[ntemational Bureau, The International Bureau will send a copy of such comments to all designated Offices unless an 
tntemationai preliminary examination report has been or is to be established. These comments would also be made available to 
the public but not before the expiration of 30 months from the priority dale. 

Within 19 months from the priority date, but only in respect of some designated Offices, a demand for international preliminary 
examination must be filed if the applicant wishes to postpone the entry into the national phase until 30 months from the priority 
date (in some Offices even later); otherwise, the applicant must, within 20 months from the priority dale, perform the prescribed 
acts for entry into the national phase before those designated Offices. 

In respect of other designated Offices, the time limit of 30 months (or lat^r) will apply even if no demand is filed within 19 
months. 

See the Annex to Form PCT/lB/301 and, for detaiis about tlic applicable time limits, Office by Office, see the PCpipplicani ' 
Guide. Volume II, National Chapters and the WlPO fntemet ; 
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Applicant's or agent's file reference 
364106/0431 


FOR FURTHER see Fonn PCT/ISA/220 

ACTION ^here applicable, item 5 below. 


International application No. 
PCT/US 08/79706 


International filing date (day/monthfyear) (Karliest) Priority Date (day/montli/year) 
13 October 2008 (13.10.2008) 12 October2007 (12.10.2007) 


Applicant 

LAB PRODUCTS, INC. 



This international search report has been prepared by this International Searching Authority and is transmitted to the applicant 
according to Article 18. A copy is being transmitted to the International Bureau. 

This intemalionai search report consists of a total of sheets. 

I [ It ts also accompanied by a copy of each prior art document cited in this report. 



t. Basis of the report 

a. With regard to the language, the international search was carried out on the basis of: 

[Xl the international application in the language in which it was filed. 

i I a translation of the international application into which is the language of 

a translation furnished for the purposes of international search (Rules S2,3{a) and 23.1(b)). 

b. n This international search report has been established taking into account the rectlHcatlon of an obvious mistake 

authorized by or notified to this Authority under Rule 9! (Rule 43.66K(a)). 

c. With regard to any nucleotide and/or amino acid sequence disclosed in the international application, see Box No. 1. 

2. C] Certain claims were found unscarciiable (see Box No, 11). 

3. EH Unity of invention is lacking (see Box No. III). 

4. With regard to the title, 

iX] the text is approved as submitted by the applicant. 

□ the text has been established by this Authority to read as follows: 



5. With regard lo the abstract, 

|Xl the text is approved as submitted by the applicant. 

I I the text has been established, according to Rule 38.2(b), by this Authority as it appears in Box No. IV. The applicant 
may, within one month from the date of mailing of this intemalionai search report, submit comments to this Authority. 

6, With regard to the drawings, 

a. the figure of the drawings to be published with the abstract is Figure No. 38 ^ 

[X] as suggested by the applicant. 

□ as selected by this Authority, because the applicant failed to suggest a figure. 

[ I as selected by this Authority, because this figure better characterizes the invention, 

b. n none of the figures is to be published with the abstract. 
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INTERNATIONAL SEARCH REPORT 



International application No. 
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A, CLASSIFICATION OF SUBJECT MATTER 
iPC(8)- A01K 7/00 (2008.04) 

USPC- 119/72 

According to International Paten t Ciassification (IPC) or to both national ctawification and IPC 

B. FIELDS SEARCHED 

Minimum documentation searched (classifleatiDn system fottowed by classification symbols) 
USPC: 118/72 



Eleclronic data base consulied during the intemalional searoh (name of data base and, wAere practicable, search tenns used) 
PubWesI (PePB,USPT,USOC,EPAB.JPAB); Google Scholan Gwgle Palenls; lluld, water, adapter, delivery, animal, feeder, c 
hinge, collapse, side portion, wall, etc. 



C. DOCUMENTS CONSIDERED to BE RELEVANT 



Citation of document, with indication, where appropriate, of the relevant passages 



Relevant to claim No. 



!t,llg 31. 34, col 3, In 1-2 



4,099,640 A (Nossfietd e! al.) 1 1 July 1978 (1 1.07.1978). abstract, fig 6. 7. 
US 5,924,384 A (Deltrich et al.) 20 July 1999 (20.07.1999), entire document. 



□ 



Further I 



e listed in the continuation of Box C. 



□ 



* Special categories of cited documents: 

"A" documenldcliningthegeneralstateoftheartwhich is no( considered 

10 be of particular relevance 
"E" earlier application or patent but published on or afler (he inlemational 

filing da% 

"V document which nray throw doubts on priority claini(s) or which is 
cited to establish the publication date of another citation or other 
special reason (as specified) 

"O" document refening to on oral disclosure, use, exhibition or other 

"P" document published prior to the international filing date but later than 



V" later document published after the international fl ling date or priority 

dale and not in conflict with the application but cited to undeisland 

the principle or theory underlying the Invention 
<" document of particular relevance; the claimed Invention cannot be 

considered novel or cannot be considered to involve an inventive 

step when the document is taken alone 



being obvious to a person skilled in the an 
'&" document memlier of the same patent family 



Date of the actual connpletion of the international search 
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Date of mailing of the international search report 

15 DEC 20011/2, ^ 


Name and mailing address of the ISA/US 
Mail Stop PCT, Attn: ISA/US. Commissioner tor Patents 
P.O. Box 1450, /yexandtia, Viffltnia 22313-1450 
Facsimile No. 571-873-3201 


PCT H^Ste 671-272-4300 / 
PCT OSP; 671-272-7774 ^ 
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Date of mailing .* i-.f n .1 


AppHcant's or agent's file reference 
364106/0431 


FOR FURTHER ACHON 

See paragraph 2 below 


International application No. International filing date (day/monthfyear) Priority date (day/month/year) 
PCT/US 08/79706 13 October 2008 (13.10.2008) 12 October 2007 (12.10.2007) 


International Patent Classification (IPC) or both national classification and IPC 
IPC(8) - AOi K 7/00 (2008.04) 
USPC- 119/72 
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I . This opinion contains indications relating to the following items: 
Box No. I Basis of the opinion 
I 1 Box No. II Priority 

I I Box No. ni Non-estabtlshmenI of opinion with regard to novelty, inventive step and industrial applicability 
r~i Box No. IV Lack ofunity of invention 
1^ Box No. V 



□ 
□ 



Reasoned statement under Rule 436m. 1 (a)(i) with regard to novelty, in ventive step or industri bI applicability; 
citations and explanations supporting such statement 

Box No. VI Certain documents cited 

Box No. VII Certain defects in the international application 

Box No, Vill Certain observations on the international application 



2. FURTHER ACTION 

If a demand for international preliminary examination is made, this opinion will be considered to be a written opinion of the 
Intemationai Preliminary Examining Authority ("i PEA") except that this does not apply where the applicant chooses an Authority 
other than this one to be the IPEA and the chosen IPEA has notified the Intemaiional Bureau under Rule 66.1Afa(b) that written 
opinions of this International Searching Authority will not be so considered. 

If this opinion is, as provided above, considered to be a written opinion of the IPSA, the applicant is invited to submit to the IPEA 
a written reply together, where appropriate, with amendments, before the expiration of 3 months from the date of mailing of Form 
PCT/lSA/220 or before the expiration of 22 months from the priority date, whichever expires later. 

Form PCT/ISA/220. 



For further options, S' 



3, For fiirther details, s 



o Form PCT/ISA/220. 




Name and mailing address of the ISAAJS 
Mail Slop PCT, Attn: ISA/US 
Commissioner for Patents 
P.O. Sox 1450. Alexandria, Virginia 22313-1450 
Facsimile No. 571-273-3201 



Date of completion of this opinion 
04 December 2008 (04.12.2008) 
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Box No. I Basis of this opinion 

1. With regard to the language, this opinion has been established on the basis of: 
[X] the international application in the language in which it was filed. 

I I a Iransialion of the international application into „__^_ which is the language of a 

translation tumished for the purposes of international search (Rules 12.3(a) and 23.1(b}). 

2. \^ This opinion has been established taking into account the reef Ificatloii of an obvious mistake authorized by or notified 

to this Authority under Rule 9 1 (Rule 436fa. I (a)) 

3. With regard to any nucleotide nnd/or amino add sequence disclosed in the international application, this opinion has been 
established on the basis of: 

a. type of material 

□ a sequence listing 

I I tab!e(s) related to the sequence listing 

b. format of material 
I i on paper 

I I in electronic form 

c. time of filing/ibmishing 

contained in the international application as filed 
I I filed together with the international application in electronic form 
I I furnished subsequently to this Authority for the purposes of search 

4. In addition, in the case that more than one version or copy of a sequence listing and/or tablc(s) relating thereto has been 
filed or ftimished, the required statements that the information in the subsequent or additional copies is identical to that 
in the application as filed or does not go beyond the application as filed, as appropriate, were furnished. 

5. Additional comments: 
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Box No. V Reasoned statement under Rule 43bis.l(sii}(}) with regard to novelty, inventive step or Industrial applicability; 
citations and explanations supporting sucli statement 



I. Statement 



Novelty (N) Claims 1:1^ YES 

Claims _________ NO 

Invenrtvestep (IS) Claims '^""^ YES 

Claims NO 

Industrial applicability (lA) Claims .lll^ YES 

Claims "^""^ NO 



2. Citations and explanations: 

Claims 1 -1 5 lack an inventive step under PCT Arlicie 33(3) as being obvious over US 7.222,586 82 to Oabriet et al. (liereinaltor 'Gabriel') 
In view of US 4,099,640 A to Nessfleld et al. (hereinalter 'Nessfieid-). 

As to claim 1 , Gabriel teaches a iluld delivery system for use vMi a wire bar lid comprising: a fluid bag (abstract); a fluid delivery valve 
(abstract; col 3, In 1 -20); and a fluid delivery adapter for supporting the fluid bag, the fluid delivery adapter conoprislng a support base 
having an aperture defined therein, the aperture being shaped and dimensioned lo secure the fluid detlveiy vatve (col 3, In 33-41; col 12, 
in 48 to col 13, In 1 4); the support base being adapted to be tflsposed on top of the vnm bar lid to facilitate providing fluid from a fluid bag 
supported by the wire bar lid (abstract; col 12, In 48 to col 13, In 14). Gabriel does not explicitly teacit the fluid deflvery adapter further 
comprising a side portion displaceaWe between a first position wherein the aperture is exposed, and a second position wherein the 
aperture Is covered by the side portion. However, Gabriel does leach side porBons (coi 13, In 15-29: side portions 710; see (ig 31: item 
710). In addition, Gabriel does teaches a front portion (fig: 31: item 708) that based on its configuration can be dlsplaceable betv«en a lirst 
position wherein the aperture Is exposed, and a second position wherein the aperture Is covered by the side portion {fig 31; the hinges on 
front portion 708 suggest that It Is movable belv/een a collapsed position and raised position, see also llg 34, the front portion can be 
modified to collapse on the aperture covering it). Further, the concept of having walls or side portions that are hinged to a base and 
collapsible are well loiown In the an. For example, Nesslieid teaches a shipping container with side wails that are hinged lo a base and 
are collapsible (see fig 5, 7). Hence, It would have been obvious to combine the collapsible side wall concept oi Nessileld, as II Is well 
known in the art, with the side portions of Gabriel lo provide a simple and convenient method ol covering the aperture portion lo allow for 
easy and convenient stacking of wire bar lids and fluid delivery adapters. 

As lo claim 2, Gabriel further teaches v^erein the side portion extends away from the support bass and provfdes lateral support lor the 
fluid bag when the side portion is In the first position (col 13, In 15-29). 

As to claim 3, Gabriel does not expllcilly teach wherein the side portion extends away from the support base and provides lateral support 
for the fluid bag when the side portion is in the first position, and wherein a plurality ol wire bar lids having the fluid delivery adapter is 
stackable when the side portions are in the second position. However, Gabriel does teach that the side portions can provide support (col 
13, In 15-29) and It would have tteen obvnous to one of skill In the art lo slack the wire bar lids when Ihe side portions are in the second 
position for easy and convenient slacking. 

As lo claim 4, Nessfleld further teaches wherein the side portion is pivolable between the first position and the second position (see llg 5, 

7). See also Gabriel leaching side port tons (col 13, In 15-29). 

As lo claims 5 and 9, neither Gabriel nor Nessfleld explicitly leach wherein the Iluld delivery adapter includes a locking mechanism 
constructed and arranged to maintain the lluid delivery adapter on the xvire bar ltd. However, Gabriel teaches locking members (col 6, In 
32-43) and Nessfleld further teaches a lock (col 2, In 3-1 8). Hence, It would have been obvious to modify Gabriel lo further provide a 
locking mechanism lo keep the fluid delivery adapter in place. 

As lo claims 6 and 10, neilhar Gabriel nor Nessfleld explicitly teach wherein the fluid delivery adapter includes a locking mechanism 
having a projection constructed and arranged lo extend into gaps between wire bars of the wire bar lid, the projection being rotatable 
between a lock position and an unlock position. However, having a locking mechanism with a projectton rotetable between a lock position 
and an unlock position Is well known in the art. For example, Nessfiekl teaches a locking lever for clamping down containers (col 4, In 61 
lo col 5, In 6). 

As to claim 7, neither Gabriel nor Nessfieid expiicitly teach wherein the fluid delivery adapters are stackable one on top of Ihe other. 
However, it would have been obvious to one of skill in Ihe art lo stack the fluid delivery adapters for convenience. 



(See Supplemenlat Box) 
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Box No. VII Certain defects In the international application 



The following defects in the form or contents of the international application have been noted: 

AppNcanl did not inetude drawings vwlh the (ntemaUonal ApiriicaKon, as submitted. For the purposes of this opinion, drawings sutmiitted 
with the priority fy}pllcation document were used as reference for InlerprelaHon of the claims. 
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Supplemental Box 



In case the space In any of the preceding boxes h not sufficient. 
Continuation of: 
Citations and Explanations: 

As to claim 3, Gabriel teaches a fluid deliveiy adapter system for use with a vAre bat lid, the system comprising: a wire bar lid (abstract); a 
fluid delivGty valve comprlsinfl an upper member having a piercina member and a connecting member, said upper memtier having a liuid 
channel defined therethrough (col 3, In 1-20); a base having a base fluid channel defined therethrough, wherein said base is designed to 
be malingly coupled to said upper member (col 3, in 1 -20; see also claim 10); a slem member designed and dimensioned to be disposed 
In part within said baso fluid channel, said slem member having an actuation portion and having a top portion having a lower surface (col 
9, In 30-40; see also cteum 10); and a sealing member integrally formed with said upper member and disposed in said base fluid channel, 
said sealing member having a flow aperture and a sealing member bottom surface, said sealing member being designed and dimensioned 
to facilitate sealing of said flow apertures when said sealing member bottom surface abuts a top surlace of said stem member (col 9, In 30- 
40; col 3, In 1-20; see also Oalm 10); and a fluid delivery adapter comprising a support base having an aperture deRned therein, the 
aperture being shaped and dimensioned to secure Die fluid delivery valve, the support base being adapted to be disposed on top of the 
wire bar lid to facilitate providing fluid from a fluid bag supported by the wire bar lid (abstract; cot 3, In 33-40; see also claim 10). Gabriel 
does not explicitly teach Ihe adapter also Induding a displaceabte side portion for covering and exposing the aperture of Ihe fluid delivery 
adapter. However, Gabriel does teach side portions (col 13, In 15-29: side portions 710; see fig 31: item 710). in adilion, Gabriel teaches 
the a front portion (fig: 31: item 708) that can provide for covering and exposing the aperture of the fluid delivery adapter (fig 31; the hinges 
on front portion 708 suggest that it is movable between a collapsed position and raised position, see also fig 34, the front portion can be 
modified to collapse on tha aperture covering it). Further, the concepl of having collapsible side walls are well known in the art. For 
example, Nessfield teaches a shipping container with side walls that are hinged to a base and are collapsible (see fig 5, 7). Hence, it would 
have been obwous to combine (he collapsible side wall method of Nessfield, as it Is well known in the art, wilh the side portions of Gabriel 
to provide a simple and convenient method of covering the aperture portion to allow lor easy and convenient stacking of wire bar lids. 

As to claim 1 1 , Gabriel further teaches wherein Ihe support base is constructed and arranged lo prevent an animal In a cage from rupturing 
Ihe fluid bag (col 12, In 48-S6; see also daim 10). 

As to ctalm 12, neither Gabriel nor Nessfield explldUy teach wherein Ihe wire bar lid and fluid delivery ad^er combination is slackable. It 
would have been obvious to one of skill In the art to stack Ihe wet bar lids and fluid delivery adapters for convenience. 

As 10 claim 1 3, Gabriel teaches a fluid delivery adapter comprising: a support base having an aperture defined therein, the aperture being 
shaped and dimensioned to secure a fluid delivery valve, wherein the support base Is constmcted and arranged lo be disposed on top of a 
wire bar lid to facilitate providing fluid from a fluid bag supported by the wire bar lld (abstract; col 3, In .1 -20; col 3, In 33-4 1 ; co! 1 2, In 48 lo 
col 13, In 14). Gabriel does nol explicitly teach one or more side portions for covering and exposing the aperture, the one or more side 
portions being pivotally connected to the support base. However, Gabriel does leach side portions (co! 13, In 15-29: side portions 710; see 
fig 31; item 710). Further, Gabriel teaches the a front portion (fig: 31: item 708) thai would allow (or covering and exposing the aperture of 
the fluid delivery adapter (fig 31: 708 is hinged and can be moved to ccHlapse, see also fig 34. the Iront portion can be modified lo collapse 
on the aperture covering it). Further, the concept of having collapsible side walls are well known In the art. For example, Nesslield teaches 
a shipping container with side waifs that are hinged lo a base and are coilapsibfe (see fig 5, 7). Also, neither Gabdel nor Nesslield explicitly 
teach wherein the fluid delivery adapter is stackable. However, it would be well known lo one of skill in the art to modify Gabriel lo stack 
the fluid delivery adapters for convenience purposes. Hence, it woutd have been obwous to combine Ihe collapsible side wall method of 
Nesslield, as ft is well known in the art, wilh the side portions of Qabriet to provide a slmj^e and convenient method ol covering the 
aperture portion to prevent lluld from seeping through the aperture or allow for convenient stacking of wire bar lids and fluid delivery 
adapters. 

As to daim 14, Gabriei leaches a method for delivering a fluid from a fluid bag using a fluid delivery valve for use wilh a wire bar lid 
(absfraci), the method comprising: providing a lluld bag (abstract); providing a fluid delivery valve (abstract; col 3, In 1-20); providing a fluid 
delivery adapter on a wire bar lid, the fluid delivery adapter comprising a support base having an aperture defined therein, the aperture 
being shaped and dimensioned lo secure the fluid delivery valve (col 3, In 33-41; col 12, In 48 to col 13, In 14), the support base being 
adapted lo be disposed on top of the wire bar lid and facilitate providing fluid from the fluid bag (abstract; col 12, In 48 to col 13, In 14), the 
support base being supported by the wire bar lid (abstract; col 12, In 48 to col 13, In 14), placing Ihe lluld bag on the support base; and 
disposing the fluid delivery valve wilhin the aperture of the adapter (abstract; col 3, In 33-41; col 12, In 46 lo col 13. In 14). Gabriel does 
nol explicitly teach Ihe fluid delivery adapter including one or more disjrfaceabte side portions, displacing the side portions to extend away 
from the support base. However, Gabriel does teach side portions (col 13, In 15-29: side portions 710; see fig 31: item 710). Further. 
Gabriel teaches the a front portion (fig: 31: item 708) and wherein Ihe front portion can be dIsplaceaWe (fig 31: the tilnges on front portion 
708 suggest that it Is movable between a collapsed position and raised position, see also fig 34, the front portion can be modified lo 
collapse on the aperture covering it). Further, Oie concept of havfng hinged walls ttiat are collapsible are well known in the art. For 
example, Nessfield teaches a shipping container with side walls that are hinged to a base and are collapsible (see fig 5, 7). Hence, it 
would have been obvious lo combine (he collapsible side wall method of Nessfield, as it Is well known In the art. with the side portions ol 
Gabriel to provide a simple and convenient method ol covering Ihe aperture portion to prevent fluid from seeping through the aperture or 
allow for slacking of wire bar lids. Further, neither Gabriel nor Nessfield explicitly teach providing a wire bar lid hawng a gap between two 
wire bars; the fluid delivery adapter further Including a projection; inserting the projection through the gap between two wire bars; rotating 
Ihe projection to secure the lluld delivery adapter on the wire bar lid. Gabriel does leach locking members (col 6, In 32-43) and Nessfield 
further teaches a lociiing lever for damping down containers (cd 4, In 61 to col 5, In 6). Hence, locking mechanisms are well know in the 
art and it vrould have been obvious to provide Ihe gap between the wire bar lids to ^low for securing the wire bar lids. Therefore, il would 
have been v/ell known lo one of skill in Ihe art lo want lo secure the two wre bar lids wilh Ihe rotating projection mechanism in order to 
secure two wire bar lids in a simple method. 

(See Supplemental Box) 
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Supplemental Box 

!n case the space in any of the preceding boxes is not sufflclent. 

Continuation of; 
Citations and Expfanations: 

As to cl^m 15, GabilBl furtlier teaches whefein the aperture Is shaped and dimensioned lo maintain the fluid delivery valve In poatlon via a 
Irictlon lit, the fluid delivery adapter furtiier comprising an annular holder piece po^lHoned at the aperture, the holder piece ccHisIructed and 
arranged to maintain the fluid delivery valve In position via a friclkm fit (col 13, In 30-38; col 12, In 48-61; see also claim 24). 



Claims 1-15 have Industrial applicability as defined by PCT ^cle 33(4) because the sutjecl maBer can be made or used In industry. 
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